DNA/RNA

Description
Centromere to telomere orientation; 10 exons; large 5' untranslated region, start codon in exon 3, stop codon in exon 10. 
Expression
Wide, most abundantly in kidney, liver, small intestine and lung.
Function
Member of the 'inhibitor of apoptosis' (IAP) protein family. Binds to the tumor necrosis factor receptor via its associated factors TRAF1 and TRAF2 and inhibits apoptosis, probably by interfering with activation of caspaces.
Homology
With Baculovirus IAP proteins, Drosophila DIAP1 and DIAP2. chromosome 18 in frame with 3' MALT1. Deletions often exclude the expression of the reciprocal 5' MLT ' API2 3' transcript.
Implicated in
Abnormal protein
All MALT-type lymphomas reported with a t(11;18) express an 'in frame' API2-MLT fusion protein with consistently the three BIR domains of API2 fused to the caspace p20 domain and VDJ4-like domain of MLT. Oncogenesis Transient expression of the API2-MLT fusion protein acitvates an NF-KB luciferase reporter construct, suggesting the involvement of this signaling cascade in MALT lymphomagenesis.
